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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
The twenty-eighth Annual Meeting was held in Nacogdoches, Texas,
on September 21-22, 1990, at the Fredonia Inn. Banquet addresses were
delivered by Dr. Ben Procter, Texas Christian University, and Dr. Alwyn
Barr. Texas Tech University. President Linda Cross delivered her presidential address, ~'The Brown Boys From Buncom," on Friday afternoon. That
evening a reception hosted by Captain and Mrs. Charles Phillips was held
at the restored home of Tol Barret. Six other sessions featuring nearly
forty presenters were held on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning.
The Spring meeting will be held in Fort Worth on February 15-16,
1991. The Hyatt-Regency Hotel will serve as headquarters, but the pro-

gram will include tours of museums and other sites. Cissy Lale, Fort
Worth, serves as program chair for the meeting. Additional materials
regarding the meeting will accompany the Spring Journal. PLEASE send
in your pre-registration materials by Monday, February 11. We will have
some firm deadlines for reservations for meals and the tour, and we must
have your registration in early to insure you a place.
The Old San Antonio Road Preservation Commission is continuing
to plan for the 300th anniversary of this important thoroughfare that runs
through the heart of East Texas. Tentative plans call for special signage
and historic displays, a caravan to travel the road to give publicity to
various events. and a request that all cities and counties along the route
plan special events during the year. Publicity will be given to these events
through the Commission and the Texas Historical Commission.
The Southern Association for Women Historians announces a new
round of competition for the Julia Cherry Spruill Publication Prize in
Southern women's history. The $500 prize will be awarded every two years
for the best published book in Southern women's history. They also offer a $750 prize, the Willie Lee Rose Publication Prize, for the best book
in Southern history authored by a woman. For details, contact Martha
Swain, Department of History and Government, Texas Woman's University, Denton, TX 76204.
The Third Armored Division Association has named ETHA member
Haynes W. Dugan as de jure historian of the association. He was also
presented the Commander's Award for Public Service by the Department
of the Army on August 13, 1990, "for exceptionally dedicated service in
the 3D Armored Division and the Spearhead Association since 1941."
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The North American Society for Sport History will hold its Nineteenth Annual Convention at Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois, on May
25-27, 1991. Those interested in presenting a paper should contact: Robert
K. Barney, Faculty of Kinesiology, Thames Hall, The University of
Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada, N6A 3K7.
"Come Hungry, Come Thirsty," a documentary for public television on the religious camp meeting tradition, is available for viewing, Cosponsored by the East Texas Historical Association and produced through
the facilities of KNCT-TV, Killeen, and funded by the Texas Committee
for the Humanities, the Huntsville, Texas, Arts Commission, and others,
it should appear on local PBS stations soon. For further information, contact Melvin Mason, Box 2146, SHSU, Huntsville, TX 77341.
We are saddened by the death of several good friends. including Past
Presidents Allen Ashcraft and Maury Darst, and noted restoration architect, Raiford Stripling. The following tributes were prepared by friends
who knew them well:

Raiford L. Stripling
When I learned last Spring about the death of my friend Raiford L.
Stripling on April 19, 1990, at seventy-nine years of age, I discussed it
with our editor. Archie McDonald. who asked me to write a memorial
for the next issue of the Journal. As I began to draft the memorial in the
third person, I realized that it was too formal, and I could not express
my sense of loss without personalizing it. Ann and I have known and admired Raiford for about thirty years. He served as the architect of our
restoration of my great-great grandparents' house in Comanche County
in 1986, during which we achieved a friendship and bond with him available
only to those who work together on such sympathetic projects.
Most Texans concerned about historical preservation know that
Raiford was a lifelong resident of his beloved San Augustine where he
was a practicing architect with his son, Raggie, who survives him. To visit
them in their offices and studios on the second floor of the old San
Augustine County Jail House was an educational adventure. Raiford
achieved national recognition as the Centennial architect during the Texas
Centennial in 1936 when he worked on a number of projects, including
Mission Espiritu Santo at Goliad, Fort Parker at Mexia, and other major
architectural projects of that observance. Later he worked on the French
Legation at Austin, Ashton Villa at Galveston, and achieved the pinade
of his professional career by restoring Presidio La Bahia at Goliad. His
many great restoration projects aTe detailed in a recent biography, RestoTing Texas, Raiford Stripling's Life and Architecture. written by Michael
McCullar published in 1985 by the Texas A&M Press.
t

72

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

To really appreciate Raiford Stripling one had to visit him in San
Augustine and have him show you and describe the restoration of the
various projects in that town and county on which he so lovingly worked.
They include his own S.W. Blount and Milton Garrett Houses. Among
his other restoration projects in San Augustine were the beautiful Cullen
House, owned by the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, the charming
Matthew Cartwright House, the Horn-Polk Housel T.N.B. Greer House,
the Herring-Clark House at Straddlefork Farm, the Columbus Cartwright
House, Christ Episcopal and Memorial Presbyterian Churches.
While Raiford was at his best in East Texas and in the Goliad area,
he did wonderful work in Waco, Fort Concho, and other locations in his
native state far removed from his beloved East Texas. Raiford was more
than an architect; he was an able historian and researcher. A superb artist in his own right, Raiford never lost the sense of history about the projects in which he was involved. He loved to describe how the old builders
had achieved their feats of construction with the simple and crude tools
available to them at that time. Upon noticing a particularly handsome
cornice, he would admiringly call its unexpected beauty to your attention
and speculate on how the old designer must have achieved such an effect.
Raiford had a great admiration for early Texas buildings and their builders.
He never spoke in my presence of any primitive Texas building in a condescending way. Through the many years of work with frontier houses,
he achieved a sort of rapport with the pioneers. It was a harmony that
very few modern architects are able to achieve. In East Texas we are particularly indebted to Raiford for having saved for us and generations to
come many evidences of the habitations (~lOth primitive and refined) of
our ancestors. He came along at a time in Texas when it was essential
for someone to devote a career to the restoration of the evidences of our
past before they were lost forever. Long after all of us who have known
Raiford are gone and he is remembered only by his reputation, Texans
will still be enjoying and benefiting from viewing restorations allover Texas
achieved by his skills, understanding, tenacity, and farsightedness.
F. Lee Lawrence
Tyler, Texas
William Maury Darst

William Maury Darst was born on December 8, 1937 in Galveston,
the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Homer William Darst. He died in his
sleep of heart failure May 24, 1990 at his home in Galveston. Into his
fifty-twa-plus years of life, he packed an enviable amount of living and
achievement to the credit of the town and state that he loved.
Maury and I first met in the late 19505 at Stephen F. Austin State
College (now University), where he had enrolled as a student and where
I was completing my first decade as a teacher and administrator. What
brought about our meeting was the introductory journalism class I was
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teaching. Although Maury was a history major, he was drawn to journalism by the common bond it shares with history: much of the stuff of
history comes from journals, the mirrors of contemporary events; and
in their quest to report and analyze contemporary events, journals perforce must rely upon history for perspective. A somewhat secondary inducement for Maury, who aspired to write about history as well as to teach
it, was the fact that journalism stresses clarity and economy of expression.
Maury quickly proved to be more than a good student of journalism.
As the course unfolded to include consideration of advertising, the life
blood of journals. as well as the gathering of and writing about news events
- then, Maury's interest intensified. Student publication sponsor as well
as journalism teacher, I always looked for students with dedication to practice in the student newspaper and yearbook what they were learning in
the classroom. I therefore capitalized upon Maury's expanding interest
to enlist him for double duty as a reporter and an advertising salesman.
Before his student days had run their course, they witnessed Maury's
serving as editor of the student newspaper and his winning of Texas Intercollegiate Press Association awards for excellence both in writing and
editing and in advertising conception and selling. In the two decades I
taught journalism and supervised the student publications before moving
into the teaching of American literature, numerous talented students
prepared in my classes and moved on to professional careers throughout
the nation. Of them, Maury Darst stood among the foremost in dependability and versatility. Little wonder our student-teacher relationship
transcended the ordinary.
Even less wonder that our relationship - indeed, our abiding affection for each other - continued and deepened after Maury had completed
his B.A. degree in 1961 and his M.A. degree in 1973, both at SFA. I encouraged and rejoiced in Maury's repeated success as a teacher at his alma
mater. Ball high school (1965-67), and at Galveston College (1967-90);
and, part-time, at Texas A&M University at Galveston; and, simultaneously, his other career, either full- or part-time. as a reporter, columnist, and
editor of the Galveston News and the Texas City Daily Sun. A World War
II Marine, I took additional pride in Maury's service over the years as
a Navy reservist.
As his professional life flourished, Maury's personal life enjoyed
fulfillment. Maury married Mary Lou Hughes, who shared his
Episcopalian faith and many other interests. In time. they became the
parents of a son, Robert (Rob), and a daughter. Catherine Fontaine, the
latter now an SFA student.
When their children were young. Maury and Mary Lou often brought
them to the East Texas Historical Association and other professional
meetings that Maury considered essential to the development of his
knowledge about history and related fields. Maury served those profes-
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sional societies in many ways - as a participant on the programs, as a
member of important committees, and as an officer. He contributed informed articles often about his native Galveston to the East Texas
Historical Journal, the Southwestern Historical Quarterly, and other
scholarly journals; and he edited religious news for the Galveston News.
William Maury Darst's interest in his local and state heritage was more
than academic. He qualified for membership in the Sons of the American
Revolution, the Sons of the Republic of Texas, and the Descendants of
San Jacinto. In other words, that heritage was a family matter for him.
And in keeping faith with his past, he earned recognition in Who's Who
in Texas Today, the Dictionary of International Biography, Personalities
of the South, and Outstanding Educators of America.
Maury's death came as a deep personal loss for many of us who
cherished his friendship. It represented a regrettable loss for scholarship.
As Markham said in another context, it "leaves a lonesome place against
the sky" of Texanna.
-Edwin W. Gaston, Jr., Emeritus
Stephen F. Austin State University
Allen Coleman Ashcraft
The History Fraternity lost a good friend and strong supporter with
the death of Allan Coleman Ashcraft, Professor Emeritus of Texas A&M
University, on January 5, 1990, after a long illness.
Allan was born August 19, 1928 in San Antonio, Texas, but spent
most of his youth in San Marcos and Austin, and took great pride in being a native Texan. He attended Texas A&M College where he earned a
bachelor's degree in history. After a stint in the Field Artillery in Korea
where he saw front line action, he returned home to continue his education. He matriculated to Columbia University for graduate studies, where
he received his M.A. and Ph.D. in history. In 1956 he joined the faculty
of Texas A&M where he remained until his retirement in 1988.
Active in the Army Reserve, he was a graduate of the Command and
General Staff School and the United States War College and retired with
the rank of colonel. Former members of his command remember him as
a firm but kind and patient officer.
Known for his expertise on the Civil War and his stimulating, entertaining, but no-nonsense lecture style, he was in demand as a guest lecturer or panel discussant. A member of the Texas Civil War Centennial
Commission, he wrote the Centennial volume on the role of Texas during
the war, and numerous articles relating to the general subject.
The recipient of many awards and honors, he was most proud of his
Teaching Excellence Award from Texas A&M University (1966-67).
Students looked forward to taking his Civil War and Reconstruction class
and were disappointed when it was not taught. Never looked upon as a
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"grade point class," students took Ashcraft because he made the past come
alive and seem important to even those who questioned the relivancy of
such a long dead subject.
Allan was a member of the Texas State Historical Association,
American Historical Association, and Sons of Confederate Veterans, but
he gave his most active attention to the East Texas Historical Association
and served as president of the Association. An active outdoorsman, he
enjoyed hunting but his true love was fishing. He often bragged he could
fillet a fish in two strokes. He was descended from the Mayflower settlers, Lee Family, Sir William Wallace of Sterling Castle fame in Scotland,
and Dr. Thomas P. Coleman, the personal physician to General Stonewall
Jackson.
The least that can be said of him is he was an eminently civilized man,
good friend to those who knew him, server of an epicurean table, and
a fine teacher. He is survived by his wife, Dr. Nena Harris Ashcraft, two
children, Ann and Ace, and one granddaughter, the "apple of his eye,"
Patty.
Victor H. Treat
Texas A&M University

